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to be distributed; acrimonious disputes with regard to
the army and navy prize-money to be adjusted ; the
military force to be increased, and a civil service to be
organised. The Company's servants in Bengal were
immeasurably inferior to their contemporaries in Madras,
who had been trained in the rough school of war.
They were still mere traders; and the sudden acquisi-
tion of wealth soon loosed the bonds of discipline, and
lowered the moral tone of both the civil and military
services. The necessity for a better staff had been fore-
seen by Olive as early as July 26th, and he then sug-
gested to the Directors that they should send out good
officers for the army, and " capable young gentlemen "
for the civil service.
Olive would now have been glad to go home with
his fortune; but he felt that he could not leave whilst
England and France were at war, and that his proper
place was in the Carnatic. "I make no doubt," he
writes, "of being there soon after the breaking up of
the monsoon, which will be as early as the two con-
tending parties can take the field." Circumstances
were, however, too strong for him. He had set up
an incapable Nawab, and, to save Bengal from anarchy,
he was obliged to support him. Meer Jaffier was
a soldier of fortune, and no statesman. His son,
Meerun, was a weak edition of Surajab. Dowlah. His
relations were eager to share in the spoils of office; and
his troops were clamouring for pay. The English had
emptied his treasury; and, in his extremity, he decided
to plunder the Hindu grandees. They at once took
alarm; Roydullub surrounded himself with his followers;
and Ram Narain, the Governor of Patna, and the Rajahs